
        

        


Skip to main content


        




    



























    




    



    
        
            
                Toggle main navigation
                
            
            
            

            
        

        
            
                Main navigation
                None
            

            	News
	Departments
	Services
	
                    
                        Languages 
                    
                    	
                                
                                    English
                                    (current)
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Gaeilge
                                    
                                
                            


                    

                
	
                    
                        
                    
                
	
                        
                            
                                
                                    



















    

    
        
        



    



    Enter search term
    



    Search this org



    Search all gov.ie




        
        
            

        
    




                                

                            

                        

                


        

    






    
        
            
                



















    

    
        
        




    


    Enter search term
    



    Search this org



    Search all gov.ie




        
        
            

        
    




            

        

    






        

    

    







    
    
        
            
                





    
        
            
            Publication
            
        
        
            Palliative Care

        
        





    
    
        From
        
            Department of Health 
        

        
    




        
        
        

        
            
            
            

            

            Published on 21 March 2014

        

        

        

        
            
                
                
                Last updated on 23 March 2022

            
        

        

        




    




            

            
                 
            

        

    

    

    
        
            
            
                
                
                    
                        
    
        Palliative care is an approach to care that improves the quality of life of patients (adults and children) and their families who are facing problems associated with life-threatening illness. It prevents and relieves suffering through the early identification, correct assessment and treatment of pain and other problems, whether physical, psychosocial or spiritual (WHO, 2020). Palliative care uses a multi-disciplinary team approach to help patients live as well as possible up until their death. Palliative care has benefits throughout all stages of treatment for life-limiting illnesses, often delivered jointly with other treatments which are aimed at extending the patient’s life.

    




    
        In Ireland specialist palliative care services are provided by the HSE in conjunction with the voluntary sector. Specialist palliative care can be accessed in a range of settings including in the home, hospices, hospitals and residential care facilities.    

    




    
        The current Government policy on Palliative Care was published in 2001 and can be accessed here: Report of the National Advisory Committee on Palliative Care.
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        The 2020 Programme for Government commits to publishing a new Palliative Care Policy for Adults to update the existing policy from 2001. This will reflect the many developments in end-of life care and international best practice. The new policy will take account of the projected increase in Irelands older population and an increase in the number of people with life limiting conditions which would benefit from palliative care.

    




    
        The Department of Health has conducted a public consultation and has commissioned three preparatory reports in preparation for the new policy. These can be accessed here. 
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        In 2010 the Department of Health launched Palliative Care For Children With Life-Limiting Conditions In Ireland - A National Policy
.

    




    
         

    




    
        The national policy provides the framework for the development of services for children with life-limiting conditions and their families. It acknowledges that the needs of a child with a life limiting condition will differ from those relating to the care of an adult.  

    




    
        Palliative care for children focuses on enhancing the quality of life for the child and providing support for the family and includes the management of symptoms and bereavement support. The policy recommends a cooperative model with close liaison between all health care professionals and agencies involved in a child’s care.

    




                    

                

            

            
                
                













    
        
            

                Part of


                

                

                
                    
                    Policies

                    	
                                    Health
                                


                

                
                

                

            

        

    



                
            

        

    


    








        



















    
        
            
                Help us improve our site
            

            
                Leave feedback
            

        

    


    

        
            
            
            
            

            
            
                
            

            
                
            Do not include any personal details in the box below.

            The information you submit will be analysed to improve the
            site and will not be responded to individually.
        

            


            
                
                    
                        

                            
                                
                                    Was this page useful
                                    *
                                    (required)
                                
                                
                                    
                                         Yes
                                    

                                    
                                         No
                                    

                                

                            


                        

                    

                


                



            


            
                
                    Describe your experience on our site*(required)
                
                
                
                    Maximum characters: 0 of 400
                


            


            
                Submit
            

            


        


        
            

            
                Thank you for your feedback
            

            
                Feedback wasn't sent. Please try again.
            

        


    





        








    
        
        
            

                
                    
                    	Circulars
	Consultations
	Directory
	Policies
	Publications


                    
                

                
                    
                    	
                                
                                    About gov.ie
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Accessibility
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Privacy policy
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Who does what
                                
                            


                    
                

            

        

        
    





        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        

        
    